ESH Working Group on Small Vessels: Section on Microcirculation and Inflammation
PLANNED ACTIVITIES:
1. COOPERATIVE RESEARCH PROJECTS

We plan to render the WG an active forum for cooperation and participation of all members. To this goal, a teleconference will be organized with all members
to collect information on the major area of interest of each research group and the methodologies currently used in each laboratory. This information will be
shared to all WG members and a call for proposal of new cooperative projects will come soon.

2. POSITION PAPER

A Position Paper on 'Microcirculation’ will be prepared in the next months by the members of the WG. The layout will be similar to the previous one published
in Journal of Hypertension (2014, 32:2120-2129) by members of the Working Group on Macrovascular and Microvascular Alterations of the Italian Society of
Arterial Hypertension and therefore it will entail an update both on the methodological aspect and on the clinical aspects.

3. EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL

We will have a specific attention to the education and scientific growth of young scientists involved in the working group, in the attempt to build future opinion
leaders in the field. To this aim, the WG will develop a comprehensive online educational program, providing specific information on the basic and advanced
methods for microvascular assessment, their strengths and limitations in different research settings. The collaboration between different groups will promote
mobility of the young scientists among different microvascular laboratories, sharing of protocols and the development of joint projects led by young
investigators. The proposal of an in-site course will also be discussed between the WG members. This aspect might contribute to attracting interest by
participants to the annual ESH meeting.

4, REGISTRIES-BIOBANK
We aim to establish a registry/Biobank of animal and human tissues, sera/plasma samples shared by the laboratories referring to WG members, with the final

aim to provide a unique source of data for microvascular research and a robust infrastructure able to attract funding at the EU level for future research projects.

Members: see attached Table.

Yours sincerely,
Agostino Virdis, MD
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